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quarrelled.  Lazar, the youngest of the three, poisoned
his mother and expelled his  brothers, in  order to
reign   alone, while he  promised  to  pay an  annual
tribute of twenty thousand gold pieces to the Sultan.
But Mohammed  II. was not long content with this
partial sovereignty.    When  Lazar died in 1458, he
resolved   to   incorporate   Servia   with   the   Turkish
Empire.    There was no longer any obstacle to the
accomplishment of his plan,     Hunyad, who might
have prevented it, was now dead ; the Serbs had lost
all heart, and were ready to purchase peace at any
price after the constant struggles of the last seventy
years ; they had no leader and no enthusiasm.   Lazar's
widow, Helena, tried to preserve the political inde-
pendence of her country by offering it as a fief to the
Papacy.    But the Serbs declared that they would
rather be Turkish than Roman Catholic.    The same
effect was produced in Bosnia by the king's proposal
to place his throne under the protection of the Pope,
and to form, by a matrimonial alliance with Servia,
one united Catholic monarchy out of the two Serb
states.    There too the people, mindful of the terrible
persecutions which they had suffered at the hands
of the Popes, welcomed the Turks as deliverers.  Thus
theological bitterness, alike in Servia and in Bosnia,
contributed to the subjugation of both lands beneath
the rule of the Sultan.    The Serb nobles invited a
Turkish magnate, brother of the Grand Vizier, to be
their lord, and when Helena put him in prison, threw
themselves into the Sultan's arms.  Semendria opened
its gates to him : city after city followed its example ;
Helena was allowed to leave the country, and in 1459